A00-076-7219

SOUTH AFRICAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY

ACCIDENT REPORT — EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Date of Accident 1/07/2000 Time of Accident 1350z

Aircraft Registration | ZS-ITR Type of Aircraft Beech C-23
Pilot-in-command Licence Type Private Licence Valid Yes
Pilot-in-command Flying Experience Total Flying Hours 288 Total Hours on Type 119
Type of Operation Private

Last point of departure Kuruman

Next point of intended landing Van Zylsrust

Location of the accident site with reference to easily defined geographical points (plus GPS readings if possible)

Van Zylsrust

Meteorological Information CAVOK
Number of people on board 1+1 No. of people injured | None No. of people killed | None
Synopsis

According to the pilot he mistakenly identified the horse race track as Van Zylsrust airfield and
allegedly on final approach he struck a high voltage power line spanned across the track, causing
extensive damage to the wings and wing tips.

According to a statement by an employee of Eskom who was a spectator at the horse race event,
he observed a light aircraft circling overhead. It later carried out a low fly past along the racetrack
when it struck the high voltage power lines spanned across the racetrack. All 3 conductors were
severed and fell to the ground among the spectators. He saw the aircraft kept on flying and he
didn’t observe the landing.

The Eskom employee further stated that there were approximately 800 spectators present and
that some of them were sitting under the power lines. Nobody was injured. The necessary
precautions were taken by warning the spectators of the dangers involved and the lines were
made safe.

Probable Cause

Collision with high voltage power lines due to low flying.




