
 Ref:  7309 

SOUTH AFRICAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 
 

ACCIDENT REPORT – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Aircraft Registration  ZS-KEM Date of Accident 1 February 2001 Time of Accident 1900Z 

Type of Aircraft MOONEY M20J Type of Operation Private 

Pilot-in-command Licence Type  Private Age 45 Licence Valid Yes 

Pilot-in-command Flying Experience  Total Flying Hours 275.6 Hours on Type 17.1 

Last point of departure  Klerksdorp Aerodrome (FAKD) 

Next point of intended landing Klerksdorp Aerodrome (FAKD) 

Location of the accident site with reference to easily defined geographical points (GPS readings if possible) 

On base leg in the circuit for Runway 18 at Klerksdorp Aerodrome  

Meteorological Information Fine weather conditions prevailed at the time of the accident. 

Number of people on board 1+2 No. of people injured 0 No. of people killed 1+2 

Synopsis  

 
According to an instructor that was at the aerodrome on the night of the accident, he observed 
the pilot conducting night circuits and landings. Accompanying him on this flight was his son and 
his son’s lady friend. 
 
According to eyewitnesses, on the Klerksdorp – Stilfontein road, the aircraft was flying towards 
them (in a northerly direction) and as the aircraft turned away from them (in a westerly direction) 
they noticed the aircraft diving to the ground. The perception of the eyewitnesses was that the 
aircraft was flying very slowly. 
 
During the on-site investigation evidence suggested that the engine was not operating at the 
time of the accident and it was found that the fuel selector was in the OFF position, which could 
have been an inadvertent selection as there is no latch/lock to prevent an inadvertent OFF 
selection. 
 
 
 
 
Probable Cause  
The most probable cause for this accident can be attributed to the fact that the pilot might have 
inadvertently selected the fuel selector to the off position, either on late downwind or during the 
base section of the circuit. This would have caused the engine to fail and it appears as if the pilot 
might have tried to stretch the glide and lost control of the aircraft during the subsequent turn 
onto final approach, entered an incipient spin and impacted the ground. 
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