
  

  

  Ref:  7400  

SOUTH AFRICAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY  
  

ACCIDENT REPORT – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Date of Accident  01-09-2001 Time of   Accident  18h10 B 

Aircraft Registration  ZU-ARS Type of Aircraft  Windlass Trike  

Pilot-in-command Licence Type  Private Licence Valid  No 

Pilot-in-command Flying 
Experience   

Total Flying 
Hours Unknown  Total Hours on 

Type Unknown 

Type of Operation  Private 

Last point of departure  S27°48' 59.7" & E024°45' 38.7" (3nm outside Hartswa ter)   

Next point of intended landing  3nm outside Hartswater 

Location of the accident site with reference to eas ily defined geographical points (plus GPS 
readings if possible)  
S27 48'53.9" & E024 45'49.7" (3nm outside Hartswater) 

Meteorological Information  The weather was fine and the temperature +23° C  

Number of people on board   1+1 No. of people 
injured  Nil No. of people 

killed  1+1 

Synopsis    
According to the registered owner, he sold the aircraft to Mr. S T Boshoff on 23 August 2001. However, at 
the time of the accident, the aircraft was still registered in the current owner’s name and no Change of 
Ownership document was endorsed.  
  
On 1 September 2001 at approximately 1530Z, Mr. S T Boshoff contacted the pilot and requested him to fly 
the aircraft from where the aircraft was hangared. The pilot and members of his family then arrived at the 
private farm strip on a farm just outside Hartswater at approximately 1545Z. 
  
The pilot carried out a pre-flight inspection on the aircraft before he took-off from the private strip on a solo 
flight and landed back safely. This was followed by another flight with a passenger without any incident. 
  
At approximately 1600Z, the pilot accompanied by another passenger took off from the farm strip on the ill-
fated flight in a northerly direction.  According to witnesses, the aircraft was flying low over the wheat field 
when the aircraft made a left-hand turn in an easterly direction and the left wing collided with the irrigation 
overhead spray system centre pivot. The aircraft then nose-dived into the ground.  The pilot was fatally 
injured on impact. The passenger was seriously injured and died in hospital 4 days later.    
  
Probable Cause  

The pilot flew low above the wheat field and failed to notice the overhead irrigation spray system 
ahead which blended in with the background and the sunset behind him. As a result, the aircraft 
collided with the overhead irrigation spray system and crashed.    
  


