| Ref: 7422

SOUTH AFRICAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY

ACCIDENT REPORT - EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Aircraft Registration ZS-NYU Date of Accident 25 October 2001 Time of Accident | 0140Z
Type of Aircraft MOONEY M20C Type of Operation | Private VFR-Night
Pilot-in-command Licence Type Private Age |22 Licence Valid | Yes
Pilot-in-command Flying Experience | Total Flying Hours | 121 Hours on Type | 24

Last point of departure FAWB

Next point of intended landing Kuruman

Location of the accident site with reference to easily defined geographical points (GPS readings if possible)

FAWB

Meteorological Information | Thunderstorm, rain and drizzle

Number of people on board | 1+2 No. of people injured |0 No. of people killed |0
Synopsis

On 25 October 2001, at approximately 0100Z, the pilot took-off on a private, VFR night-flight from FAWB
to Kuruman with 2 passengers on board, but shortly after take-off he encountered bad weather and
returned to FAWB. No flight plan was filed.

Unfortunately there was a power failure at FAWB at this time and no lights were working. The pilot had
spent about 15 minutes in the FAWB-circuit, continuously attempting to get the runway lights on, via
remote control, but to no avail.

He then returned to his route only to find that now the weather was worse and much closer to FAWB.

He then decided to divert to Pilanesberg, but the weather did not permit, so he again returned to FAWB
where there was still no lights working. At this time the pilot decided to land without lights, using Runway
11, but unfortunately landed to the left of the runway. During the landing one of the PAPI lights were
struck by the propeller.

The three occupants escaped unharmed from the aircraft, but the aircraft sustained substantial damage
to the propeller, the nose landing gear doors and the lower belly behind the nose landing gear.

In addition to the above the propeller made contact with one of the PAPI lights and destroyed it.
The pilot was the holder of a valid licence, a night rating and a valid medical certificate.
According to available documentation the aircraft was correctly maintained.

Adverse weather conditions prevailed at the time of the accident.

The pilot did not obtain an official weather report, but reportedly he did obtain a weather report from the
internet.

The pilot did not obtain information about the weather at his destination.

Probable Cause

Improper VFR into IMC resulting in a collision with an object on the ground.
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