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SOUTH AFRICAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY

ACCIDENT REPORT - EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Aircraft Registration ZS-FZS Date of Accident 24 January 2002 | Time of Accident | 1600Z
Type of Aircraft PARTENAVIA P64B Type of Operation | Training
Pilot-in-command Licence Type Commercial Age 56 Licence Valid | Yes
Pilot-in-command Flying Experience | Total Flying Hours | 16564.0 Hours on Type | 650.0

Last point of departure Rustenburg Aerodrome (FARG).

Next point of intended landing Rustenburg Aerodrome (FARG).

Location of the accident site with reference to easily defined geographical points (GPS readings if possible)

On runway 34, Rustenburg Aerodrome.

Meteorological Information | CAVOK, Wind: Calm, Temperature: 26°C

Number of people on board |2+ 0 No. of people injured | Nil No. of people killed | Nil

Synopsis

While pushing the aircraft out of the hangar, the pilot noted that the nose wheel torque link was extended
in an unusual and opposite direction. The pilot then pushed the torque link back to its normal position
with his foot and everything appeared to be normal.

During a touch-and-go landing, with the student pilot flying, the nose wheel rotated through £90° with the
nose wheel oleo strut, which consequently failed and resulted in the propeller making contact with the
runway surface.

On inspection, it was noted that the nose wheel torque link centre bolt had failed.

The last Mandatory Periodic Inspection prior to the accident was certified on 18 November 2001 at
2393.0 airframe hours and the aircraft accumulated a further 61.0 flying hours since the last MPI.

Probable Cause

The nose wheel torque link centre-bolt failed during a touch and go landing, causing the oleo strut to
rotate through +£90° and resulting in a substantial load on the strut during touch down which caused it to
fail.




