
 Ref:  7513 

SOUTH AFRICAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 
 

ACCIDENT REPORT – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Aircraft Registration  ZS-BID Date of Accident 08-06-2002 Time of Accident 1230Z 

Type of Aircraft PIPER J3C-65 Type of Operation Nelspruit Air Show Event 

Pilot-in-command Licence Type  PA05032 Age 60 Licence Valid YES 

Pilot-in-command Flying Experience  Total Flying Hours 6518.00 Hours on Type 1000.00 

Last point of departure  Nelspruit Aerodrome 

Next point of intended landing Nelspruit Aerodrome 

Location of the accident site with reference to easily defined geographical points (GPS readings if possible) 

On grass next to Runway 22 at Nelspruit Aerodrome 

Meteorological Information The weather was fine and the wind calm. 

Number of people on board 1 No. of people injured Nil No. of people killed Nil 

Synopsis   
The Emnotweni Lowveld Airshow was being held on 7 and 8 June 2002 at Nelspruit Aerodrome. 
 
According to information, the owner and pilot of a Piper Cub, made arrangements with the Nelspruit 
Airport Operating Company which was authorized by the Airport Manager to participate in a ‘runaway, out 
of control aircraft, mock up exercise called “Crazy Flying Act”.  The Fire vehicle and Netcare 911 
emergency vehicle were briefed to chase the aircraft down the runway in order to stop the ‘run away’ 
aircraft.              
 
On 8 June 2002 at approximately 1230Z, the pilot/owner, disguised as “Sheik Abdul Hassan, landed near 
the commentators stand in a Jet Ranger.  The pilot who was also the son of the owner then taxied the 
Piper Cub and stopped in front of the commentators stand. The pilot spoke to the “Sheik” who intended to 
“buy Nelspruit Airport and wished to fly” in the Piper Cub.  The pilot secured the “Sheik” in the rear seat 
and attempted to start the engine, but the engine “stopped”. The pilot then exited the aircraft, swung the 
propeller and manually started the engine. The “Sheik” immediately taxied the aircraft and took off without 
the pilot to execute the “crazy flying act” stunt. 
 
However, during the “crazy flying act” stunt, the pilot deviated from the proposed plan when he turned the 
aircraft around and flew very low towards the fire vehicle and Netcare 911 vehicle that were still following 
the aircraft.  Unfortunately the right hand main wheel struck the water cannon on top of the fire vehicle 
causing the main wheel assembly to separate from the aircraft. The main wheel assembly bounced onto 
the Netcare 911 Emergency Vehicle causing extensive damage to the vehicle. 
 
The pilot then made an emergency landing on the grass on the eastern side of Runway 22 causing only 
slight damage to the undersurface and right side of the fuselage. 
 
The pilot was not injured and the driver of the Netcare 911 Emergency Vehicle was only slightly injured.
 
Probable Cause  

The pilot deviated from the proposed plan when he turned the aircraft around at a very low level and 
impacted the water cannon on top of the fire vehicle. The Emergency vehicles also aggravated the 
situation when they deviated from the proposed plan and turned around on the runway to follow the 
aircraft. 
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