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SOUTH AFRICAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY
ACCIDENT REPORT - EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Aircraft Registration | ZS-WZP | Date of Accident | 07 July 2002 :;'g:ggt 0800Z
Type of Aircraft ATLAS KUDU Type of Operation Private
Pilot-in-command License Type Private Age 27 Licence Valid Yes
Pilot-in-command Flying Experience | Total Flying Hours 190.50 Hours on Type 8.00
Last point of departure Springs Aerodrome (FASI)

Next point of intended landing Springs Aerodrome (FASI)

Location of the accident site with reference to easily defined geographical points (GPS readings if possible)

Next to Runway 03 at Springs Aerodrome

Meteorological Information | Surface wind 240°/10knots; Visibility CAVOK and temperature 16°C

Number of people on board 1+1 No. of people injured 0 No. of people killed 0

Synopsis

The pilot who is also a farmer was flying circuits and landings on the grass next to Runway 03
at Springs Aerodrome.

The pilot’s intention was to familiarize himself to landing on the grass as he was going to land
on his farm later that day. During one of the landings the pilot lost directional control of the
aircraft and veered off to the left hand side of the runway. The right-hand main landing gear
failed and right-hand wing was severely damaged due to the wing strut failure. The fuselage
and propeller was also damaged.

Although the aircraft was extensively damaged the pilot was not injured.

The pilot was the holder of a valid private pilot license and a valid medical certificate. The
aircraft type was endorsed in his license.

According to available records the aircraft was correctly maintained, and had flown 10 hours
since the last annual inspection was certified on 20 June 2002 with a total of 4468.30 airframe
hours.

Probable Cause

The pilot lost directional control during landing and the aircraft veered to the left of Runway 03.

The contributing factor was the tailwind, which aggravated the situation with the tail wheel
aircraft.




