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ACCIDENT REPORT – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Aircraft Registration  ZU-CJF Date of Accident 17/05/2003 Time of Accident 0705Z 

Type of Aircraft JABIRU SP Type of Operation Private 

Pilot-in-command Licence Type  Microlight Age 43 Licence Valid Yes 

Pilot-in-command Flying Experience   Total Flying Hours 101.7 Hours on Type 101.7 

Last point of departure  Virginia 

Next point of intended landing Piet Retief 

Location of the accident site with reference to easily defined geographical points (GPS readings if possible) 

RWY 11 at Newcastle  

Meteorological Information Overcast with a 5 knot variable wind 

Number of people on board 1 No. of people injured None No. of people killed None 

Synopsis  
 
The pilot was on a flight from Virginia to Piet Retief when he had to divert to Newcastle due to 
adverse weather conditions. On down-wind for Runway 11 at Newcastle the engine started 
running rough. The pilot then elected to turn base leg earlier than normal and flew a tight 
approach for Runway 11. The pilot stated that he was too fast, touching down with the nose and 
main undercarriage simultaneously. This caused the nose undercarriage to collapse and the 
aircraft was substantially damaged.  
 
According to the pilot the cause of the rough running engine was due to carburetor icing and his 
inexperience to carry out a controllable landing.   
 
The aircraft had a valid Authority to Fly and was operated for 25 hours since the last Annual 
inspection.   The aircraft had only accumulated 125 hours since new.        
 
 
 
 
 
 
Probable Cause  

Due to excessive speed during final approach, the Aircraft landed hard on the nose wheel, which 
collapsed, resulting in substantial damage to the aircraft.    

 


