
 

 

 Ref:  7662 

SOUTH AFRICAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 
 

ACCIDENT REPORT – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Aircraft Registration  ZU-CBL Date of Accident 30 May 2003 Time of Accident 0905Z 

Type of Aircraft JABIRU SP Type of Operation PPL Training 

Pilot-in-command Licence Type  Commercial Age 22 Licence Valid Yes 

Pilot-in-command Flying Experience   Total Flying Hours 537.0 Hours on Type 55.6 

Last point of departure  FASK, Swartkops Air Force Base  

Next point of intended landing FASK  

Location of the accident site with reference to easily defined geographical points (GPS readings if possible) 

Open field in the Erasmia neighbourhood, ±4nm West of FASK   

Meteorological Information 

CAVOK 
Wind: Light and Variable 
No cloud 
Temperature: 19°C  

Number of people on board 2+0 No. of people injured 1+0 No. of people killed Nil 

Synopsis  

The student pilot was accompanied by an instructor on a training flight (PPL) to the North East of the 
Hartebeespoort dam in the Johannesburg Special Rules Area under the Johannesburg TMA and 
departed FASK at 0810Z. 
 
On return to FASK at approximately 0900Z and while overhead Atteridgeville, the student started her 
descent from 7000 ft down to 6000 ft for joining and landing at FASK.  As the aircraft reached 6000 ft 
abeam the Atteridgeville quarry, she attempted to level off and applied power.  
 
At that point, however, the engine started running very rough and lost power.  The instructor took over 
control of the aircraft and checked the carburettor heat, fuel pump and magnetos but was unable to 
rectify the problem and the engine continued running rough at low power. 
 
The instructor then decided to execute a forced landing on an open field to the West of Erasmia 
neighbourhood.  On final approach he applied full flap and switched off the engine. 
 
During the landing roll on the uneven and rocky terrain, the main undercarriage and nose gear 
collapsed. 
 
The instructor sustained back and neck injuries but the student was not injured. 
 
Probable Cause  

A steel washer of unknown origin was found lodged in the carburettor inlet which restricted the air flow into the 
carburettor and resulted in an excessively rich fuel to air ratio when the throttle was advanced past the ¼ 
position.  Although it could not be ascertained, It is possible that the washer had been inadvertently introduced 
into the induction system during one of the routine maintenance inspections when the air box was open.  Another 
possibility is that the washer was somehow introduced into the induction system via the carburettor fresh air inlet 
scoop on the left-hand side of the aircraft.  For this to have occurred, however, the washer would have had to 
circumvent the air filter, which is considered unlikely. 



 

 

 


