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SOUTH AFRICAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY
ACCIDENT REPORT - EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Aircraft Registration ZS-LWO Date of Accident | 30 June 2004 | Time of Accident 11562
Type of Aircraft BEECH 95 B55 Type of Operation | Private (Ferry flight)
Pilot-in-command Licence Type Private Age |57 years | Licence Valid | Yes
Pilot-in-command Flying Experience | Total Flying Hours | 3676.0 Hours on Type | 105.8
Last point of departure Vereeniging Aerodrome (FAVV)

Next point of intended landing Lanseria Aerodrome (FALA)

Location of the accident site with reference to easily defined geographical points (GPS readings if possible)

Meyerton residential area at a position S 26°34.334" E 028°01.508'

Adverse weather conditions with thunderstorms: Surface wind 180" gusting

Meteorological Information | 5, 40t Temperature: 8.1°C and Visibility: 500m

Number of people on board | 1+ 0 | No. of people injured | 0 [ No. of people killed | 1

Synopsis

On 25 June 2004, the aircraft was involved in a wheels-up (belly landing) at Vereeniging Aerodrome.
During the “belly landing”, the aircraft sustained some damage to the nose undercarriage doors, lower
fuselage area between the left and right-hand wings and aileron control cable located above the lower
fuselage area.

On 30 June 2004, a pilot, who was also the Responsible Manager of an AMO (Aircraft Maintenance
Organization) at Lanseria Aerodrome, temporary repaired the aircraft and spliced (joined together) the
damaged aileron control cable above the lower fuselage area and prepared the aircraft for a positioning
flight from Vereeniging Aerodrome to Lanseria Aerodrome with the undercarriage secured in the down
position. The responsible Manager, however, did not obtain a “Special Flight Permit” from the CAA to
ferry the aircraft from FAVV to FALA prior to the accident.

According to an eyewitness (AME), he noted that when the pilot taxied out prior to take-off that the aileron
control column was positioned almost fully in an anticlockwise position. The aircraft then took-off from
Runway 21 at Vereeniging Aerodrome at approximately 1150Z in adverse weather (thunderstorm)
conditions with the wind gusting 30 to 40kt and it started to rain. The aircraft became airborne but the
right hand wing “dropped” violently towards the ground. He then ran outside the hangar as he thought,
“the aircraft was about to crash.”

According to the eyewitness, the pilot regained control and managed to keep the aircraft flying straight
and level before the aircraft’s nose pitched up and the aircraft turned sharply to the left in an easterly
direction. The aircraft then descended slightly before climbing but started drifting to the right towards the
thunderstorm clouds to the south, 180° opposite to the heading he should have flown in order to proceed
towards Lanseria Aerodrome. He then saw the aircraft climbing quite suddenly and started “tumbling
towards the ground” before he lost sight of the aircraft.

The aircraft collided with high-tension wires, impacted the ground in a nose down attitude and burst into
flames.

The pilot was fatally injured and the aircraft totally destroyed on impact and by the post impact fire.

Probable Cause

The pilot lost control of the aircraft shortly after take-off in severe thunderstorm conditions with the
surface wind gusting approximately 35kt.

It is also possible that the aileron control cable which was spliced (joined together) by the pilot
(Responsible Manager) allowed limited aileron control during take-off.
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